
Course Syllabus – Golden Hillmen Concert Band 2015-2016 

I. COURSE OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of the course is to provide students with the necessary tools to: 

 A. Be an informed concertgoer and develop listening skills. 

 B. Understand the advanced elements of music. 

 C. Become proficient in the fundamentals of musical performance: 

•prepare and perform grade III and IV literature of various styles and 

periods, including contemporary classical 

•can identify intonation errors as flat or sharp and correct 

•demonstrate ability to play advanced rhythms independently from other 

performers  

•demonstrate ability to perform all major scales as well as their related 

natural minors, arpeggios, and scales in thirds  

•demonstrate use of proper phrasing, blend, balance, articulations, and 

intonation at a high level and consistency 

•all students should perform in small ensembles 

•all students should be studying appropriate solo literature 

•perform lip slurs to 6 partials with characteristic tone (brass only) 

•demonstrate ability to double tongue (brass only) 

•demonstrate ability to produce an excellent characteristic tone at all 

dynamics (pp-ff) 

•demonstrate ability to perform staccato, legato, accent, and staccatissimo 

articulations with an excellent tone 

•percussionists will demonstrate ability on mallets and meet same objectives 

as wind players 

•percussionists will demonstrate ability to play the first 13 rudiments on 

headed drum (snare) 

•percussionists will demonstrate ability to tune timpani properly by ear 

 D. Be able to define the major historical time periods of music by the style of 

music, the important composers and their works, and important performance 

groups. 

E. Become open to new styles. 

These skills meet the California State Visual and Performing Arts Framework 

requirements. 

 

II. ATTENDANCE 

Attendance is very important.  Absences will lower participation grade.  Placer 

High School’s attendance policy will be adhered to. The Tardy Policy is as follows: 

First, second and third tardies=15 minute detention with Mr. Lawrenson, lunch or 

after school.  Additional tardies will be referred to the office for further discipline.  

Detentions not completed within 48 hours will be turned in to the office on 

discipline referral, and the time will be doubled. 



III.  EVALUATIONS 

Grades for the Golden Hillmen Concert Band will be determined by a point system.  

A student will gain points for participation and performance, as well as from 

playing and written tests.  There will be additional opportunities to gain points 

through extra credit, honor band and solo/ensemble performances, and ability based 

rewards.  At the end of each grading period, points will be totaled and placed on a 

grading curve to determine progress grades.  Semester grades will be an average of 

the four progress grades and the final exam (if given). 

Points 

REQUIRED 

Participation and Performance 

 70 0-3 per day   3=full participation, 2=less than average, 1=little  

 participation, 0=no participation/no instrument 

 30 Concert performance 

 30 Contest performance 

 15 All other performances (football and basketball games, parades, 

assemblies) 

 9 After hours marching rehearsals 

 30 Band Camp 

Tests 

 10 Playing Tests 

 10 Written Tests 

Ability Based  

 0-15 Improvement of playing ability (points awarded to be determined by 

director).  Additional points for solos in the performance literature 

 

OPTIONAL 

Honor Band and Solo/Ensemble Performances 

 15 Member of any school sponsored honor bands 

 15 Perform in Solo/Ensemble Contest 

Extra Credit 

 6 Concert Report (one page) 

 0-10 Written report on musical subject (two pages with bibliography) 

 0-15 Special Project (must have director approval) 

 2 One hour after school practice in band room 

 

 

The number of points needed for each letter grade will be posted during 

each grading period.  These will be determined in relation to the number 

of performances in the grading period.  Each letter grade will be at 15 

point intervals. 

 



IV. EXPECTATIONS 

Students will treat each other and the instructor with respect.  Excessive talking or 

disrespect will lower participation grade and will result in discipline up to and 

including removal from class.  No food or drink will be allowed in the classroom 

except water in a covered container.  Cell phones and personal music devices (ipod, 

MP3, ect.)  will not be used in the classroom.  PHS policy provides for electronic 

devices to be taken away from students. 

 

Students must have the following in class everyday: 

 A.  Music folder with music 

 B.  Pencil and eraser 

 C.  WORKING INSTRUMENT 

 D.  Music in order at the beginning of the period for rehearsal 

 E.  Percussionist are required to have the following: Stick bag, Drum Key, 

Timpani Mallets, hard or soft, American Drum (metal shaft), Drum Stick (5A/2B), 

Yarn Mallets, Lexan/brass/polyball mallets 

 

V. PRACTICE 

It is expected that students will practice their instruments.  I suggest a minimum of 

four (4) sessions a week that last one half hour.  There will be playing tests and 

student improvement will be part of the students overall grade.  Ability will also 

determine which parts are assigned as well as solos. 

 

VI. UNIFORMS 

Marching Band uniforms will be assigned at the beginning of the school year. Each 

student agrees to return the uniform in the exact condition they received it in 

(including dry cleaning with receipt and repair) or give PHS a ten dollar cleaning 

donation when the uniform is returned to the school.  Students will be asked to 

have a band hat ($15) and band t-shirt ($10) for the marching/pep season.  If you 

choose not to purchase a band t-shirt you must provide a forest green t-shirt banded 

at the neck and sleeves that is devoid of all writing or graphics.  Concert dress for 

women is a White on the top/black on the bottom dress, or a WHITE blouse and 

black skirt or slacks.  Hems shall be knee length or longer.  Concert dress for men 

shall be a WHITE, long sleeve dress shirt and black slacks.  Both men and women 

will wear black shoes.  Inappropriate dress will not be tolerated and will cause the 

student to be excluded from the performance and loss of credit. 

 

VII. VARSITY LETTERS 

Varsity letters are awarded to students in band who meet the following 

requirements: 

 A. Member of the Golden Hillmen Band for full year. 

 B. Attendance at ALL concerts and contests is required.  This includes, but is 

not limited to, Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer Concerts as well as CMEA 

Contests.  Exceptions may be made by the director for bereavement or serious 

illness.  Spring Music Tour is not a requirement. 

 C. No more than two absences from pep band games (both football and 

basketball), parades, and pep assemblies. 

 D. Must receive passing grades in band both semesters.



  

VIII. USAGE DONATION 

All students using school instruments (i.e. tuba, oboe, percussion, ect.) are 

requested to give a $50 instrument usage donation.  This donation is once per year 

regardless of the number of instruments used or period of time.  Collected donations 

will be used for regular maintenance of the instruments and replacement of 

expendable items (such as drum heads).  Damage done to instruments above and 

beyond normal wear and tear is the responsibility of the student.  For those that 

choose not to donate, instruments must be returned in the same exact condition 

that they were issued, any damage will be the responsibility of the user. 

 

IX. SUGGESTED DONATION 

The “suggested donation” to the music department for all members is $100.  These 

funds will go into the Band ASB fund and will be used to cover the cost of the band 

program not covered by the District.   The donated funds will cover such expenses 

as transportation for events, contest entry fees, audition and honor band fees, and 

sheet music.  If a student’s family cannot reasonably donate, please contact Mr. 

Lawrenson and every attempt will be made to help the student find funding.  

Without these funds the opportunities for students to perform will be severely 

curtailed, please give your utmost consideration to this issue. 

 

X.  MUSIC BOOSTERS 

All parents of Placer High School music students are members of the Placer Music 

Boosters.  Meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of each month.  It is 

hoped that all parents participate in the Boosters activities and fundraisers. 

 

XI. ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

There will be no use of electronic devices (cell phones, ipods, mp3 players, video 

games, texting devices or anything else) in the music classroom, performances, or 

during any rehearsal.  If I see, hear, or feel it I will take it away for a twenty-four 

hour period. 

 

 

 

 

 



Course Syllabus - Golden Hillmen Concert Band 2015-2016 
 

 

Must be returned by 3rd day of class (Thursday) 

 

I have read the course syllabus and agree to abide by its’ specifications. 

 

 

 

 

Student Name _______________________________________ 

Student Signature_____________________________________ 

Parent Name(s) _______________________________________ 

   ______________________________________ 

Parent Signature ____________________________________ 

Phone Number(s) ____________________________________ 

   ____________________________________ 

   ____________________________________ 

Date _________________ 

Student email ________________________________________ 

Parent emails _________________________________________ 

         _________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please attach the suggested donation and the separate usage donation if using a 

school instrument. 

 

Usage Donation ______________  ($50) Check here if paid before 8/11/15 

Suggested Donation ____________________  ($100) 

 

Please write separate checks for these two donations, they go in separate accounts.  

Checks made payable to: Placer High School 


